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The island is governed by a great number of petty kings,
or raias, subordinate to one chief; of these princes three
came on board together, a few days after 'their arrival;
and having, upon their return, recounted the wonders
which they had seen, and the civility with which they had
been treated, incited others to satisfy their curiosity in the
same manner ; and raia Donan, the chief king, came him-
self to view the ship, with the warlike armaments and in-
struments of navigation.

This intercourse of civilities somewhat retarded the
business for which they came; but, at length, they not only
victualled their ship, but cleansed the bottom, which, in
the long course, was overgrown with a kind of shellfish
that impeded her passage.

Leaving Java, on March 26 they sailed homewards by
tfce cape of Good Hope, which they saw on June the 5th;
on the 15th of August passed the tropick; 'and on the 26th
of September arrived at Plymouth, where they found* that,
by passing through so many different climates, they had
lost a day. in their account of time, it being Sunday by
their journal, but Monday by the general computation.

In this hazardous voyage they had spent two years, ten
months, and some odd days; but were recompensed for
their toils by great riches, and the universal applause of
their countrymen. Drake afterwards brought his ship
up to Deptford, where queen Elizabeth visited him on
board his ship, and conferred the honour of knighthood
upon him; an honour, in that illustrious reign, not made
cheap by prostitution, nor even bestowed without uncom-
mon merit.

It is not necessary to give an account, equally particular,
of the remaining part of his life, as he was no longer a pri-
vate man, but engaged in publick affairs, and associated
in his expeditions with other generals, whose attempts,
and the success of them, are related in the histories of
those times.

In 1585, on the 12th of September, sir Francis Drake
set sail from Plymouth with a fleet of five-aud-twenty
ships and pinnaces, of which himself was admiral, captain